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CRUCIAL CONVERSATION

MEETING OF TRADITION
WITH TRANSFORMATION

‘ “The intersection of climate
change, sustainable
agriculture, and profitability
is at the heart of the agritech
movement. Startups need to
integrate sustainability into
their core business models,
ensuring that profit does
not come at the expense

of the envirenment. The
future of agritech lies in
creating businesses that
balance profitability with
social and environmental
responsibility,” says Mr
Vineet Rai, Founder and
Vice-Chairman, Aavishkaar
Group. In an exclusive
interaction with Agriculture
Today, Mr Rai discusses the
role of agritech and how
Aavishkar Group is looking at
agri space.

—— AGRICULTURE TODAY | Moy 2038




CRUCIAL CONVERSATION

The intersection of climate
change, sustainable
anricutture, and profitability
isat the heart of the agritech
mavement.
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ke PALISAN © the Netoral Nission
o0 Agriculursl Exension & Technology.
v , thanks 1 stratagic inkiath
Ly the government and institutions like
NABARD through s APISURE Fund, es-
abiished with a corpus of Rs. T80 erere,
worglifes this commiment by sup-
porting  infovative,  technciogydriven
stanugs in agricuture and alied srcas
Complementing tha, the govem.-
ment's Agiculture Acceieratr Fund
has been irstumental in nururing agh-
r3, providing fnancial sasis-
wnoe at bot the ides and seed stages,
thereby foatering Innovetion acroes vark-
s agicuiurel domaing. These inltie-
Tees, aMong others, underscore & wel-
coodingted effort 1 fosier innowetion
and sustaicabily in Indan agricuture,
creating a conducive enwironment for
sPiech stertups © Uwive and contrid-
e SigniSeantly 10 The secionr's ewi(Ution.

profitabiiity?
The imersection of climats changs, sus-
e agk and prof L)
ot the heart of the agriach movemant.
Startups need 1 egrate sustainablity
Lo Dok core business models, enaur-
ng that profit oes NOt Come at The es-
panse of Te environment. The future of
ag@itech lies in creating busineases that
balsnce peoftabilty with social snd en-
vironmenml responabilty. Reapomitie
farming practices are not coly viabie
Ut necessary for longleem Dusiness
Fowth We see work seound
Soil Carbon Poen credits, Smal Holder
Famer Dicascuestration peojects nde.
Pating majer Impact goals ot gobal
business models heping us 1o sleviate
fermer conderns, dimate concems and
building long term business models

What Is your vision for the
Indian agritech sector ower the
next five years? How do you see
Aavishicaar Group contributing to
this evolution?

| envision a scenaric where technl-
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Indian investors are looking
at agritech as potential
global companies that

would not only build scale

but also bring about new

innovations in business
models that would integrate
smallholder farmers in the
global supply chain as equal
participants with strong

economics for them.

gy s emdedded ot avery level of farm.
Ing from the ingut stage and proecision
ol or farmerns 1 Aldriven analytics
o lsrgeacnle cpemtions. | see Indian
aPiculture as one of the potental scks-

tions for godal food security concems.
We genuinely see mutiple indien ag-
toch starups becoming unicoms sed
tapping e PO markets over the fnest 5

yoars

A L Growy wil ©»
play & e rcle in this 1t
Gon. 'Wa will remain commined 10 invest-
Ing n impestdriven sgitech starmups
that ace tacking the most preasing
challenges in agiculure—be i Twough
dete science, fenewslio energy scks-
tions, of farming 9
Our foous wil aeys be on nurturing
ontepeeneurs with the g vision of
transfoming agicuture for the greatar
£o0d. I the coming yoars, we wil work
dosaly with farmers, innovatons, policy-
makers, and gotal thought lesders ©
ensure Dat india is ot the forefrom of
the agrhech revolution. Our roke will be
10 grovide capinal, menioeahip, and mas
ket occess, enabing iocal and Pobel
octuystens 90 that these bhusinesses
can soale and deliver the lasting impect
that Indis noeds.
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